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1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
DEKADAL WEATHER SUMMARY FROM 21ST -30TH JUNE 2014
SYNOPTIC SITUATION:

The average surface position of the ITD oscillated over southern Mauritania, central Mali and southern Niger. Dry and stable atmosphere prevailed to the north of the ITD with dust haze patches observed mostly over northern Mauritania and southern Algeria. Conversely, convective cloud developments with rains prevailed to the south of the ITD especially over the Gulf of Guinea States and Senegambia region.

WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE GAMBIA

Variably cloudy, warm and humid atmosphere prevailed, with rain and thunderstorms mostly over the eastern parts of the country during the first day and the last two days of the dekad.

OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD (July 1st to 10th, 2014)
Variably cloudy, humid and warm atmosphere combined with rain and thunderstorms is expected to prevail over the country during the period.

Winds: the low-level winds were mostly northwesterly to easterly over western Sahel. The continued wind flow pattern at lower levels over western Sahel region (Senegambia) doesn’t favour rainfall occurrence hence resulting to the current rainless situation over the Senegambia for whole month of June, region particularly areas around the coast. 
2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION
Up to the end of this dekad the rainy season progress continued to be largely partial. Rainfall was limited to the extreme eastern parts and the middles parts of the North Bank and West Coast Regions. The remaining parts of the country recorded little rainfall.  Highest dekad totals were 32.2mm at Sibanor, 30.8 at Fatoto and 25.2 at Kerewan and the least were 0.3mm and 1.3mm at Janjanbureh and Yundum respectfully (figure 1a).
Seasonal totals in the Eastern Third stands at above 180mm in Fatoto (highest so far) followed by Basse with above 150mm. The remining parts of the country varied between 0 and 80mm (Figure 1b).
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Figure 1a: Rainfall totals for 21 – 30 June 2014.
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Figure 1b: Rainfall totals from May 1 2014 – June 30 2014.
2.2 Temperature


Average temperatures across the country varied between 27oC and 34oC across the country. Highest temperatures were between 40.6oC at Sapu 33.2oC at Banjul by the coast. Minimum temperatures were at 22oC and 27oC across the country.
2.3 Winds

Winds were generally light, moderate and strong in speed ranging from 74km/hr in the Basse areas to 12km/hr as minimum in some places.
	


2.4 Sunshine Duration

Average sunshine duration varies across the country with a minimum of 7.7hours of sunshine to a maximum of 8.5hours of sunshine.
2.5 Relative Humidity

Average maximum relative humidity (RH) was above 60%, whilst the minimum was below 25%. 
3.0 Hydrological Situation
N/A
4.0 AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

Most farmers have finished farm clearing and await sufficient rains for sowing especially grounds and other cereals. Meanwhile, farmers in the east of the country have sown some cereals crops. However, recent recorded rains will facilitate weeds to grow especially in the East and will also favour pastoralists in these regions too.
4.1 Commodity prices/Crop Production (4th Week of June2014)

The table below show average commodity prices in selected markets in the Greater Banjul Area and in the North Bank Region.  

Table 1:  Agricultural Commodity Average Prices per KG (in Dalasis) of selected markets - Date: 26/06/14    
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Maize 26.68        24.12           25.05        24.07        25.87                  23.88        18.00          16.00        22.96       

E/Millet 26.13        24.28           24.56        24.70        25.90                  22.31        17.00          16.00        22.61       

Sorghum 20.74        18.28           20.17        19.54        19.92                  18.83        N/A N/A 19.58       

Local Rice 30.00        28.00           28.84        30.62        28.00                  28.00        N/A 28.00        28.78       

Broken Rice 24.00        24.00           24.00        24.00        24.00                  23.00        23.00          24.00        23.75       

Long Grain Rice 25.00        25.00           25.00        24.79        25.00                  26.00        24.00          N/A 24.97       

Findo 81.06        81.25           82.00        78.78        77.50                  74.58        N/A 70.00        77.88       

Cabbage 37.23        36.54           34.40        32.80        33.26                  34.74        30.20          30.00        33.65       

Hot Pepper 120.25      115.10        116.58      115.00      114.14                113.00      120.00        125.00      117.38     

Large Pepper (Hot) 92.72        90.00           90.00        91.49        91.83                  90.57        96.99          99.95        92.94       

Okra 51.44        49.96           49.02        48.21        48.91                  48.00        40.00          N/A 47.93       

Egg Plant 26.18        24.28           24.00        25.67        20.41                  24.61        25.00          25.00        24.39       

Wonjo 122.00      120.00        118.37      116.30      120.16                N/A 100.00        99.99        113.83     

Bitter Tomato 30.94        34.60           32.36        32.44        30.60                  33.92        30.00          30.34        31.90       

Tomato Big size 28.00        27.08           27.00        27.40        29.42                  24.66        25.00          30.00        27.32       

Imported Onion N/A N/A 35.00        N/A N/A N/A N/A 40.00        37.50       

Local Onion 30.00        30.00           30.00        31.50        35.00                  29.64        20.00          N/A 29.45       

Carrot 35.41        31.79           35.00        34.86        34.40                  33.87        25.00          30.40        32.59       

Cassava 24.48        20.28           21.17        22.04        17.31                  24.47        20.00          25.00        21.84       

Sweet Potato 18.27        N/A 17.40        18.34        N/A N/A 20.00          N/A 18.50       

Irish Potato 35.00        35.30           40.00        40.00        40.00                  37.50        30.00          36.83       

Mangoes 4.00           2.00             3.26           3.00          3.00                    1.80           4.00             3.13           3.02          

Decorticated G/Nut 39.91        N/A 42.00        42.23        45.42                  47.54        30.00          40.00        41.01       

Undecorticated G/nut 34.96        N/A 32.92        N/A 33.40                  35.97        30.20          N/A 33.49       

Beans 40.00        35.00           40.00        38.00        35.50                  46.38        35.00          40.00        38.74       

Meat&Bone 150.00      160.00        150.00      160.00      150.00                150.00      130.00        120.00      146.25     

Steak 175.00      180.00        190.00      190.00      190.00                185.00      150.00        140.00      175.00     

Mutton 200.00      200.00        200.00      N/A N/A 180.00      N/A N/A 195.00     
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4.2 Crop Protection

N/A

Source: Planning Services Unit, Department of Agriculture 

4.3 LIVESTOCK
N/A

4.4 Fisheries

N/A

5.0 National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA)

N/A

6.0 National Environment Agency (NEA)

N/A

7.0 Market Situation

N/A

Banjul July 7th  2014

National MWG of The Gambia
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